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NCTM Mission, Vision, and Key Messages 

 

NCTM Mission 

 

The National Council of Teachers of Mathematics is the public voice of mathematics 

education, supporting teachers to ensure equitable mathematics learning of the highest 

quality for all students through vision, leadership, professional development, and 

research. 

 

 NCTM Vision 

 

The National Council of Teachers of Mathematics is the global leader and foremost 

authority in mathematics education, ensuring that all students have access to the highest 

quality mathematics teaching and learning. We envision a world where everyone is 

enthused about mathematics, sees the value and beauty of mathematics, and is 

empowered by the opportunities mathematics affords.  

 

NCTM Strategic Priorities 

 

 Access and Equity: Advance knowledge about, and infuse in every aspect of 

mathematics education, a culture of equity where everyone has access to and is 

empowered by the opportunities mathematics affords. 

 

 Advocacy: Engage in public and political advocacy to focus policymakers and 

education decision makers on improving learning and teaching mathematics. 

 

 Curriculum, instruction, and assessment: Provide guidance and resources for 

developing and implementing mathematics curriculum, instruction, and assessment 

that are coherent, focused, well-articulated, and consistent with research in the field, 

and focused on increasing student learning. 

 

 Professional Development: Provide professional development to all stakeholders to 

help ensure all students receive the highest quality mathematics education. 

 

 Research: Ensure that sound research is integrated into all activities of the Council. 

 

 Technology:  Promote strategic use of technology to advance mathematical 

reasoning, sense making, problem solving, and communication. 

 
 

(Approved by the NCTM Board of Directors, October 20, 2012) 
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NCTM Key Messages 

 

All students should receive a quality mathematics education, regardless of sex, ethnicity, 

or race. 

 

Teachers should encourage and inspire every student to continue the study of 

mathematics.  To be able to do so, teachers must themselves have a solid knowledge of 

both mathematics content and teaching strategies and also enjoy teaching mathematics. 

 

Mathematical literacy is essential for every child’s future.  A solid mathematics education 

is essential for an informed public, our national security, a strong economy, and national 

well-being. 

 

It is essential to have a work force of strong mathematics teachers that reflects the 

demographic characteristics of the student population.   

 

Teachers, administrators, and counselors at all educational levels should expect students 

from all populations to be successful in mathematics. 

 

There is a strong, direct correlation between learning and teaching:  High-quality learning 

requires good teaching.  Furthermore, content knowledge alone is not enough to make a 

good teacher; effective teaching practice can and must be learned. 

 

The primary focus of all professional development is helping teachers teach mathematical 

content to their students.  Effective programs of teacher preparation and professional 

development help teachers understand the mathematics they teach, how their students 

learn that mathematics, and how to help each student learn. 

 

Teachers must have access to professional programs and activities that will lead them to 

help students learn with understanding, as advocated in Principles and Standards for 

School Mathematics. 

 

 


